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BELLE HELENE PLANTATION

.
Geismar vic'ti*-+ Agcensiom Parish lovisians

Owner:  lrs. George B. Reuss

Date of Erection 1841

Builder: Duncen Kenner

Architeet: Unknown (perhsps James Gallier, Jr,)

Pragsent Condition: Poor.

Number of Stories: Two

Materials of Construotion: Briok, cement-stuccoed wells; hipped

‘

tin roof = was purple slate « with heavy
wood cornisce; colonnade of brick, cemented,

Other existing Records:

Saxon, Lyle; Uld lLouisiana - The Century Company,
New York and lLondon, 1929

Spratling, Williem P. and Scott, Hatalie; 01d Plantation
Houses in Louisiasna - Williem Helburn, Ine, New York, 1927

Additional Data:

Seven miles above the Darrow ferry, fscing the Mississippi
River across e great mall and baoked by encrmous osks, stands Belle
Helene, one of the most impressive examples of the Greek Revival
in louisiena., Its feded yellow washed walls, the gray woodwork and
the smell pesk of purple slate roof showing shove the heavy Creek
cornice leaves an unforgettable impression of simplicity as echieved
by the plantation builders during the most affluent period of Louisiana's
history. We have become so accustomed to seeinpg the plantation house

through the vistu of a lerge avenue of osks that ve sense a realizstion

oF wem Berh VBT CORTERED R T CUAnTRTRET o o
RY LIBRARY 0iF COKARESS



H-ABS NOO Ia.-80

Pago -2 A

Enzland where the houses were being placed with oxtensgive views
over large meadows and the alléés destroyed?

In plen the house is square, surrounded by a colonnade
with eight columns on each fece; a large hall through the center
gives ancess to the principal rcoms, and, off the end of this hall,
is a well designed circular stairwsy that leads to the second story.
The rooms are lerge and now bare - but what a background for the rosewood
furniture snd accessories that Ashland Flantation (as Belle Helene was
then known) no doubt hadl

The house ig built of brick and stuccoed; the floors are
of pine as are also the galleries; the columns are square - not
round a5 is usual in louisiana; the details are Greek Revival, taken
no doubt from one of the architectural handboocks of Asher Benjamin
or Minard Iefevre which were then current,

Built in 1841 by Duncen Kenner, a prominent planter of
the day, who in 1839 married Nenine Brangier of the adjoining
HERMITAGE Plentetion, ASHLAND was the center of the social and
political life of this rich sugar section prior to the Civil War,

Dvneen Xenner was elected to the Confederate Consress and was
special commissioner end minister plencipotenienary to France
in 1863, It is interesting %Yo note that he urged Jefferson Davisg

0 free the slaves.

Hay &, 1937 AFFROVED:

Richard Loch, Llistrict Officer
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